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Mission of the Linn Conservancy 
 

The Linn Conservancy volunteers work with owners of ecologically valuable land in Union, Snyder and upper Northumberland 
counties to preserve its natural beauty and diversity for future generations through conservation partnerships.  Furthermore, we 
strive to educate the public on conservation issues critical to the health of our local environment and our planet. 
 

 
Spring 2010 

 
For your calendar: 
All events are open to the general public. Specific details (locations, times) about some of these events 
appear within the newsletter. 
 
Linn Conservancy 

• Throughout April:  Native Plant Sale, Caring for Communities, Get Out and Go Family 
Adventure 

• April 17:  Environmental Awareness Seminar:  ÒAwakening the Dreamer; Changing the DreamÓ 
• April 18; Adopt a Highway Cleanup 
• May 5: Linn Conservancy annual banquet 
• June 6: Adopt a Highway Cleanup 
• August 15: Adopt a Highway Cleanup 
• September 25: RockinÕ With the Reptiles at Reptiland 

Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance of the Merrill W. Linn Land & Waterways Conservancy 
• April 8:  Annual Meeting 

Lower Penns Creek Watershed Association 
• Third Thursday of each month (3/18, 4/15, 5/20, 6/17) 7 p.m. at the Penns Creek Adult Resource 

Center in Penns Creek 
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Organizations United for the Environment (O.U.E.) 
!  First Monday of every month 7 p.m., at Mondragon Bookstore, 111 Market St, Lewisburg.  More 

information available at www.ouenews.org  
Seven Mountains Audubon Society 

• Hikes/Walks: First Saturday hikes: April 3, May 1, June 5, July 3 
• Programs: Third Wednesday of each month; 7:30 p.m.; Kelly Township Building 

!  April 21: Bats, Birds and Wind Energy 
!  May 19: River Otters 

Sierra Club 
!  Meetings on the first Wed every other month starting in February are open to all.  Meetings are at 

7 p.m., at Mondragon Bookstore, 111 Market St, Lewisburg.  For more information and a 
schedule of hiking opportunities, visit the local chapterÕs website:  
www.pennsylvania.sierraclub.org/otzinachson  

 
 

Events and Activities 
 

 
Caring for Communities Earth Month Celebration:  Protecting and Improving Watersheds in 
Our Region 
A series of free, fun, family events on weekends in April as well as Arbor Day and the first weekend in 
May.  Now in its 7th year, the Earth Month Celebration explores critical environmental issues that affect 
the sustainability and well being of our communities. And we have fun doing it! This yearÕs theme: 
ÒProtecting and Improving Watersheds in Our Region.” 
 All events are held at the Dale/Engle/Walker property on Strawbridge Road off Route 192 1.7 
miles west of Rte 15 Lewisburg unless noted otherwise.  Follow brown PennDOT signs on Route 192. 
 

 
Adding to the fun this year is the 

FAMILY GET OUT & GO ADVENTURE EVENT. 
Families can register to play at any of the Earth Month Celebration events. Sign-up and 
participate in as many Earth events as you and your family are able. Prizes awarded to 
registered families at the final Earth Month event. Look for details online 
(http://linnconservancy.yolasite.com) or call 966-1351. 
 

 
Thursday, April 8 
7:30 p.m.:  Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance Annual Meeting  
Presentation:  ÒBuffalo Creek Watershed: Land-use, Legacies, and the FutureÓ by Craig Kochel, Matt 
McTammany, and Carl Kirby.  Union County Government Center, 155 N Fifteenth St., Lewisburg 
 
Saturday, April 10 
10 a.m.: Walk at Montandon Marsh 
Led by Bucknell University professors and Tony Markunas III of Central Builders Supply. Meet at 
Central BuildersÕ sand plant off Route 45, .3 miles east of Route 405. 
 
Sunday, April 11 
9 a.m.:  WKOK 1070 AM Roundtable on Protecting and Improving Watersheds 
Hosted by Moderator Mark Lawrence and coordinated by Bob Deffner, manager of R.B. Winter State 
Park. Also at 6 a.m. on Eagle 107.3 FM and WVLY 100.9 FM, at 11 a.m. on WMLP 1380 AM, and at 11 
p.m. on 94KX 94.1 FM. 
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1-4 p.m.:  5th Annual Native Plant Sale and Talk on Using Plants to Protect Watersheds 
At the Public Library for Union County. Native plant orders will begin at 1, and the talk will be at 1:30. 
The talk is presented by Ben Hayes, director of the Bucknell University Environmental Center.  See the 
special insert in this newsletter for more information on the Native Plant Sale. 
 
Saturday, April 17 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.:  Environmental Awareness Seminar 
Presented by Pachamama Alliance at the Union County Government Center, 155 North 
Fifteenth St., Lewisburg.  From Rte. 15 and 45 in Lewisburg, go west on Rte. 45 to 15th St.; 
turn right onto 15th.  Government Center entrance will be on your left in about !  mile.   
 
7:30 p.m.: Owl Prowl and Astronomy Night 

Owl walk led by Joe Southerton, Mifflinburg teacher followed by astronomy observing at 
8:30 led by Ned Ladd, Bucknell University physics professor. Meet at the DaleÕs Ridge 
Trail parking lot for the Owl Prowl or at the Dale/Engle/Walker House for the stargazing. 
 
 

 
Sunday, April 18 
1 p.m.: Bicycle Ride on the Conservancy’s Rural Routes 
Led by bike enthusiast Tom Gibson. Routes will be available for two levels of 
experience, 15 miles and 30 miles. Park at the Dale/Engle/Walker House and meet at the 
DaleÕs Ridge Trail parking lot. 
 
Sunday, April 25 
1 p.m.: Buffalo Creek Water Quality Testing and Canoe/Kayak Adventure Trip 
Sponsored by the Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance of the Merrill Linn Conservancy. Kayak trip is led 
by Canoe Susquehanna with reservation and fee required. Water sampling will be led by Matt 
McTammany, Bucknell biology professor, followed by the canoe/kayak trip at 2. Meet at Mazeppa Park 
in Mazeppa. Look for details and register online (www.canoesusquehanna.com) for the kayak adventure 
or call 524-7692. 
 
Friday, April 30 – It’s Arbor Day! 
4:30 p.m.: Tree Planting Ceremony  
5:30 p.m.: Tree Walk  
Join Bucknell University biology professor Mark Spiro on a tour of the trees on campus. 
He has identified, categorized, and studied many varieties. Both events are held in 
conjunction with the Lewisburg Shade Tree Commission. Meet at the northeast corner of 
the Lewisburg Cemetery near the intersection of 7th St. and St. Catherine St. 
 
Saturday, May 1 
Noon-4 p.m.: Native Plant Sale Pickup and Hike, Bluebird House Building for Kids 

Those who ordered plants previously can pick them up.  Come by and buy some if you didnÕt 
order any. Hike on Dale’s Ridge Trail will begin at 1 and will feature tips on identifying 
and growing native plants. Two sessions of bluebird house building will take place, at 1 

and 2; houses will be assembled from pre-built kits. 
 

 
Sunday, May 2 
1-2:30: Tour of the Buffalo Creek Remediation Facility 
In western Union County, this facility is treating water at Buffalo CreekÕs headwaters so that aquatic life 
can once again thrive downstream. Sponsored by the Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance. Directions: 
Starting at the intersection of U.S. 15 and PA 45, go west 17.8 miles, turn right onto Stony Run Road (just 
before the Laurelton center and the junction with PA 235). After 3.2 miles, you will come to an 
intersection of forest roads. Turn right onto Buffalo Flat Road and follow it for 1.6 miles. Immediately 
after crossing the stream, you will see the sign and gate to the facility. 
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3-4: Tour of Wetlands at the Residence of Margaret Moyer (see story below) 
Also in western Union County, conservancy member Margaret Moyer has constructed wetlands on her 
property, and she tells how she did it and describes the benefits from it. Directions from Lewisburg: 
Follow Rte 45 west 17.9 miles to the junction of Rte 235.  Turn left (south) onto 235, pass the fairgrounds 
on your left and continue to house number 1350 on State Route 235. 
 
 

!  !  !  
 
 
Native Plant Sale:  Support Linn in our biggest fund-raiser of the year!! 
ItÕs time to plan your garden and native plants are an ideal solution to regain some balance with nature.  
Our plants choices this year combine both attractiveness to birds, bees and butterflies and ornamental 
value.  New tree selections include Washington Hawthorn, pussy willow and the 
colorful sweetgum.  Among the perennials, mountain mint provides a strong 
spearmint fragrance and its long lasting flowers are a great source of nectar for small 
butterflies.  Foamflower does well in shade and works well as a border plant whereas 
CulverÕs rootÕs white floral spikes stand tall in sunny areas.  The shrubs deliver either 
showy blooms or multiple berries.  One will recognize that most of the selections are popular 
home garden plants and all have the environmental benefits of native plants.   See pages 13 and 14 for 
Plant Notes and Order Form. 
 
 
A Family Outdoor Adventure:  Get Out & Go 
An outdoor adventure event entitled, "Family Get Out and Go" designed to encourage families with 
children to spend less time indoors doing sedentary activities and more time actively enjoying their 
outdoor surroundings will be sponsored by the Merrill W. Linn Land and Waterway ConservancyÕs 
Education Committee, according to Pat Arduini, Education Chair.  

ÒThe Family Get Out and Go,Ó which will run through the month of April 2010, is an 
outdoor event in which teams of families take part in activities sponsored by the Merrill W. Linn Land 
and Waterways Conservancy. 

 "Get Out and Go" is both an opportunity to engage the entire family in outdoor fun and to learn 
more about their natural surroundings. The adventure includes activities such as hiking, biking, kayaking, 
and several educational programs such as stargazing and owl prowls. ÒPromoting healthy outdoor 
activities will encourage young people to engage themselves as environmental stewards 
now and later in life,Ó Pat says. 
            Each weekend in April 2010 one or more exciting outdoor activities is scheduled as 
part of the Caring for Communities program. To find the location of the events for that 
weekend visit www.linnconservancy.org or http://linnconservancy.yolasite.com.   

Sign-up and participate in as many Earth events as you and your family are able. 
Families can register to play at any of the Earth Month Celebration events or a registration form 
may be downloaded from the Get Out & Go website--http://linnconservancy.yolasite.com.  
For additional information contact Pat Arduini at pattiearduini@yahoo.com or call 570-
966-1351.  Prizes will be awarded to registered families at the final Earth Month (Caring 
for Communities) event. 

 

Visit a Restored Wetland on Sunday, May 2 by Margaret Moyer 
If you follow the path beyond my barn, through an area of shrubs and small trees, you will see before you 
at this time of year a two-acre pool of open water, (now ice) bordered by young pin oak, red maple and 
willow.   In spring it is green and lovely, a landing spot for visiting ducks and home to geese and green 
herons.  In the summer the water line will fall, making way for rushes, sedge, and little islands of 
unidentified grasses. 
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 This is a restored wetland, an ever-changing landscape that I have been observing since it was 
built in 2000.  A year or two before that, with the help of the local forester, we engaged a 
biologist to make recommendations to improve the wooded area and the fields growing up into 
forested areas.   He pointed out that an area on the south side of my property here in Laurelton had 
the features of a wetland, and referred us to the State College office of the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service.  They determined that the area was in fact suitable for restoration as a wetland, 
and began work in late spring, 2000.  
 In early June the area was an old field with young elm, pin oak, gray dogwood, blackberries and 
other early succession plants.  A few days of earth moving turned it into piles of raw red clay, a bare earth 
dike, and a few islands of vegetation in the midst of it all.  I wondered if it was all a big mistake!      
 By the end of the month, summer rains had begun to fill the pools; toads, frogs and dragon flies 
moved in, we planted annual rye grass on the dike, and there seemed to be hope for this thoroughly 
disturbed area.  As summer progressed, tadpoles hatched in abundance and with few predators they 
matured in droves and herds.  The early vegetation seemed to be mostly ragweed, not too encouraging. 
 Late summer and fall were dry that year, and it wasnÕt until December that the pools filled to 
capacity.  In the first spring long dormant seeds of sedge and rushes sprouted and thrived, birds began to 
come, and the peepers raised a deafening chorus.   Blue vervain dominated the scene in late summer, and 
the ragweed was overwhelmed by other more desirable vegetation.   The restored wetland began to take 
on the character and beauty that has by now become a source of year-round satisfaction.  
 You are invited to see this wondrous place, and to learn more about it, when the Linn 
Conservancy sponsors a walk here on Sunday, May 2.  Unless the spring is very dry, come in waterproof 
footwear.  Most of our walk will be high and dry along the dike, but there are wet spots, and you may 
want to see what you can find below the surface of the water.   
 

!  !  !  
 
 
Sustainability, Spiritual Fulfillment, Social Justice Are Focuses of 
Conservancy Environmental Event:  “Awakening the Dreamer; Changing the Dream” 
How can we work to build an environmentally sustainable, spiritually fulfilling and socially just world? 
On Saturday, April 17, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the Merrill W. Linn Land & Waterways Conservancy in 
partnership with The Pachamama Alliance will host a special program that explores the state of the global 
environment and helps participants find hope, purpose and inspiration for creating a new future. 
Developed by The Pachamama Alliance in 2005, the ÒAwakening the Dreamer; Changing the DreamÓ 
program combines inspiring short films, leading edge information and lively, constructive interaction.  
The program, to be held at the Union County Government Center in Lewisburg, is currently presented in 
ore than a dozen countries worldwide. 
 ÒThe aim of the seminar is not merely to learn more about the world, but to come to grips with the 
assumptions that underlie the way we see the world and our place in it,Ó says program facilitator Robert 
ÒHaasÓ Tobey, who holds a Ph.D. in applied mathematics and experimental psychology from Harvard 
University. ÒDuring the seminar we work to discover what each of us can doÑ individually and 
collectivelyÑ to move the world in a new direction.Ó  
 In regard to advancing sustainable living, participants are urged to consider the following 
questions prior to the event: What do you feel are the most important issues in the world today? What 
issues and projects are important here in Central Pennsylvania? There will be time during the event to 
network and plan future actions in groups.  
 A $10 donation is requested. Your donation covers lunch with a choice of chicken or vegan wrap, 
beverages and snacks as well as seminar materials. Bring a pen and notebook, your own coffee mug and a 
light sweater or jacket to allow for temperature changes in the room. Doors will open at 9:15 a.m. The 
Union County Government Center is located at 155 N. Fifteenth Street (South of St. Mary Street) in 
Lewisburg. 
 For more detailed information send an email to linn@ptd.net or call Holly OÕBrien at 570-524-
8666. Register directly online at AwakeningtheDreamer.org. While registration by April 14 is 
encouraged, registration and payment will be accepted at the door. 
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Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup Schedule Announced 
Jo Reilly will continue as our coordinator for our highway cleanups through 2010.  Jo has recently 
partnered with the Lower Penns Creek Watershed Association in this cleanup effort.  Members of that 
group remove debris along the creek bank and within the creek as we care for the parallel 
roadway.   
  The Conservancy is responsible for a two-mile stretch of state highway beginning 
at the north side of the Penns Creek bridge on Rte 104 south of Mifflinburg.  We follow 
Penns Creek upstream (west) to the Limestone Township picnic pavilion (meeting place 
for the event) then turn north to where the road intersects with the White Springs Rd.   
 Jo has chosen the following dates for the 2010 cleanups: April 18, June 6, August 
15, and October 10.  If you would like to help, contact Jo for specific time and other 
details.  She can be reached at 966-4272.  YouÕll enjoy this scenic location along Penns 
Creek and maybe even see a bald eagle, an osprey or blue heron hunting along the waterway.   
 

!  !  !  
 

 
Annual Banquet News 
We are quite excited about our upcoming annual banquet.  With a new venue and food offerings, an 
auction and a presentation about local water studies, we are looking forward to a most enjoyable and 
informative evening.   
 In recognition that we now have three easements in Snyder County, this yearÕs event will be held 
at the Shade Mountain Winery located six miles south of Mifflinburg on Rte. 104 between Penns Creek 
and Middleburg (#16140 Rte 104, between the village of Penns Creek and Middleburg on the east side of the 
highway).  
 Social time featuring complimentary Shade Mountain wines will begin at 6 p.m., and will include 
an auction preview.  The annual banquet program will begin at 6:30 p.m., with dinner served at 7.  This 
yearÕs dinner will feature local foods and will be catered by EmmaÕs of Selinsgrove    
 Following dinner, Jack Russell Holt, Ph.D., Professor of Biology at Susquehanna University, will speak 
about his studies on local creeks using diatoms as environmental indicators of the health and heterogeneity of the 
creek environments.    
 To reserve your spot(s) for the banquet, fill out the reservation insert with this newsletter (e-newsletter 
recipients will have a separate .pdf of the form), and return it with payment as directed on the form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"Without a knowledge of one's place and without the faithfulness to one's place on which such 
knowledge depends it is inevitable that the place will be used carelessly and eventually destroyed."    
  ~Wendell Berry 
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Save September 25 for “Rockin’ with the Reptiles”! 
The premier event for the fall of 2010 promises to be "Rockin' with the Reptiles," to be held at Reptiland 
in Allenwood on September 25, from 8 to 11 p.m.  Coordinated by the ConservancyÕs Membership-
Development Committee, this promises to be a fun, educational and social event presented in a very 
unusual setting! Clyde Peeling's Reptiland will host the gathering, which will feature great food, music 
and a silent auction. Everyone is encouraged to come and experience the charm of Reptiland after-hours, 
in support of land preservation in our region. Among crocodiles, poison dart frogs 
and pythons, we'll enjoy good food, conversation, music, and perhaps a little 
dancing. Plans are currently in progress and volunteers are needed.  Contact 
Susan Warner-Mills (swm@coldwellbanker.com or at 716-0870) to learn more 
about how to participate in and support this exciting new event. 
 
 

Like-Minded Organizations 
 

Seven Mountains Audubon Society Programs and Hikes:   www.sevenmountainsaudubon.org 
Free and open to everyone, Audubon programs are held September through May on the third Wednesday 
of the month. All programs are held at the Kelly Township Municipal Building at 7:30 p.m.    Directions: 
Take Rte. 15 North of Lewisburg to Zeigler Road (next light north of the Sheetz store).  Turn left (west).  
The building will be on your left within about !  mile. 
 Hikes/Walks:  Audubon offers first Saturday (of each month) outings open to anyone interested 
in joining a group to nearby areas of special interest. Participants meet in the parking area of the CVS 
Pharmacy near the northwest corner of Rtes. 15 and 192 in Lewisburg at 7:30 a.m. Destinations TBA. 
 
April 21:  Bats, Birds, and Wind Energy – Risa Wright – Field biologist 
This past year I worked for Bat Conservation International conducting bat and bird fatality searches at 
operating wind turbines in Somerset, PA. Wind energy facilities are being erected in large 

number throughout the eastern United States as a proposed environmentally 
friendly source of power. However, there has been much recent controversy 

surrounding the impact of wind facilities on migrating birds and bats. This presentation 
will discuss the impact of wind turbines on migrating species and potential 

strategies for improving the coexistence of bats, birds, and wind energy. 
 
May 19:  River Otter Conservation – Jenny Bohrman- Wildlife Biology Graduate Student 
Once occurring in every US state except Hawaii, the river otter (Lontra canadensis) was extirpated from 
much of its original range due to human encroachment, habitat destruction, and overharvesting.  Regional 
and statewide reintroduction projects have restored river otters to many areas, but current conservation 
efforts are still threatened by public opposition, often stemming from misperceptions about the species.   
 I am a second year graduate student at Frostburg State University.  I will be discussing three 
conservation-based river otter projects on which I am currently working with my advisor, Dr. Tom 
Serfass.  For my thesis, I am assessing the efficacy of olfactory lures on captive and wild otters in order to 
evaluate their usefulness at attracting the species to field devices such as scent and track stations, remote 
cameras, and traps.  Secondly, I am analyzing the physiological stress response of otters that were 
successfully translocated from Washington to New Mexico in 2008 and 2009.  Finally, I am interviewing 
furbearer biologists from every US state in order to update the conservation and management status of 
river otters across the country.   
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Watershed Protection 
 
 

 
 
Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance of the Merrill W. Linn Land & Waterways Conservancy 
The hard-working members of the BCWA board, its colleagues and volunteers have been invaluable to 
the mission of the Linn Conservancy.  Years of regular monitoring of Buffalo Creek from the headwaters 
to its mouth, last summerÕs sampling of Halfway Lake at R. B. Winter State Park and bacteriological 
testing in Buffalo Creek on behalf of DEP have provided valuable information about this watershed that 
covers much of Union County.   
 Our thanks to BCWA board members Jim Sanders, David Pearson, Allan Grundstrom, Matt 
McTammany, Edwena Eger, Susan Waggoner, Ben Hoskins and Shawn McLaughlin; colleagues 
Shanon Burkland, Thom Fantasky, and Jason Fellon.  Special recognition goes to Allan, the outgoing 
president, who has provided excellent leadership for the group. 
 BCWA invites you to attend their annual meeting on April 8 at 7:30 p.m. at the Union County 
Government Center, where we will be having a presentation entitled ÒBuffalo Creek Watershed: Land-
use, Legacies, and the FutureÓ by Craig Kochel, Matt McTammany, and Carl Kirby.  Refreshments 
will be served. 
 We need help in addressing critical issues relating to Buffalo Creek.  Following is a list of current 
activities in need of volunteer assistance.  Contact us at buffalocreek@dejazzd.com for more information 
and/or to volunteer your help: 
 

• Monitor ten sites along Buffalo Creek and its tributaries:  by keeping accurate records of the 
amount of particulate matter, temperature, acidity, alkalinity, dissolved oxygen and other 
elements of the creek, we can judge its health four times each year. Training is provided. 

• Monitor and maintain the newly constructed acid remediation site:  located at the head of 
Buffalo Creek, these limestone basins reduce the acid level of the creek coming off the 
mountains and improve the water content for fish and amphibians. This site must be monitored 
monthly and the area maintained several times during the year.  

• Monitor and maintain the agriculture runoff sites and potential wetlands:  working with the 
Conservation District of Union County and local farmers, BCWA is working to establish sites 
to contain agricultural runoff by developing wetlands, buffers and other catchment systems, and 
test the results. 

• Education:  
o Give prepared presentations to service clubs, youth groups, church groups and others who 

have an interest in the environment, particularly Buffalo Creek. 
o Set up and man the BCWA display at various outdoor sport and school exhibits 
o Assist in preparing a newsletter twice each year 
o Improve the BCWA record keeping system 
o Assist in preparing applications for grants to accomplish stream improvement 

• Community assistance: participate in the following: 
o Highway cleanup: four times each year (Adopt-A-Highway) 
o Stream bank cleanup: when designated along Buffalo Creek and its tributaries 
o Buffer plantings: along the watershed 

• Photograph: digital pictures needed of all aspects of the creek 
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Lower Penns Creek Watershed Association by Diane Lengle 
 
Water Quality:  The association is in the process of planning a monitoring project to be carried out by 
our members.  We welcome volunteers to join us.  Contact Duain Shaw at dujoy@dejazzd.com/922-
4932. 
 
Rain Gardens:  The first weekend in May is the target date for planting two rain gardens at the New 
Berlin Recreation Association Ballfields.  Plants have been purchased and we are in the process of lining 
up supplies for sand, gravel and the excavation equipment.  We need volunteers for the planting day Ð 
contact Diane Lengle at diane45@dejazzd.com/ 966-1783 if you would like to be notified of the details. 
 Join us the 3rd Thursday of each month 7 p.m. at the Penns Creek Adult Resource Center in Penns 
Creek PA for discussion of ways to preserve and enhance the Lower Penns Creek Watershed. 
 
 
 

Other News & Notes 
 
 
Dale/Engle/Walker Property Updates 
Users of the DaleÕs Ridge Trail might notice some changes on the property.  Much of the land is currently 
devoted to agriculture as it has been since the Dale family first settled here in the 1790s.  Natural 
succession has resulted in encroachment of brush and trees along many former fencerows and tree lines 
established in the Engle and Walker times of ownership.  In order to restore those previous agricultural 
boundaries, removal of some vegetation along those edges has been done and will continue.  This work is 
in agreement with the conservation plan for the property developed by the Historical Society (property 
owner), the Linn Conservancy and the Union County Conservation District. 
 As warmer weather and longer days encourage folks to be more active outside, the trail will 
certainly begin to see more foot traffic.  Enjoy the panoramic views of Union county as seen from the trail 
and take time to look closely as often-obscure wildflowers begin to bloom.   
 To protect the trail and vegetation and to ensure a pleasant experience for all users, please 
remember that dogs must be on leash at all times while on the property.  Remember too that the trail and 
parking area are open for daytime use only -- closed dusk to dawn.  
 

!  !  !  
 
 
Linn Conservancy Supports Conservation Leadership Scholarship 
Know of an area student 15-18 years of age with an interest in conservation?  Well then, help spread the 
word and encourage him or her to learn more about this summerÕs Conservation Leadership School 
sponsored by the Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences.  Financial assistance for local students will 
be provided by the Linn Conservancy. 
 This yearÕs theme will be ÒWildlife and the Role We Play in Their FutureÓ.  Two sessions will 
take place: June 27 Ð July 3 and July 18 Ð 24, 2010.  The cost per student is $520, which includes 
materials, housing and meals.  Participants will have to arrange to get to and from the site on their own.  
The program director is Michael J. Powell, 111 Forest Reserve Lab, University Park, PA, 
mjp175@psu.edu 814-863-1113.   
 The Merrill W. Linn Conservancy in conjunction with the Union, Snyder and Northumberland 
County Conservation Districts is offering scholarships to help support attendance at the School.  In return, 
the Conservancy asks that those who attend with the scholarship assistance write a brief report for 
inclusion in our newsletter and/or attend a meeting to make a brief presentation about their experience.   
 Each conservation districtÕs office has its own application procedures and criteria for awarding 
the scholarships.  For specific information please contact the appropriate website or person based on the 
county in which you live: 
 



www.linnconservancy.org 

 
 Northumberland County:  Info on the county website: www.nccdpa.org;  
  Judy Becker jbecker@nccd.pa.org  286-7114 x 4 
 Snyder County: Craig Bingman  cbingman@ptd.net 837-3000 x 114 
 Union County: Greg Bonsall  gbonsall@unionco.org  524-3860 
 
 The Education Committee of the Linn Conservancy proposed this initiative to further LinnÕs 
objective of environmental education and to foster a strong conservation ethic in the next generation of 
decision makers.  Anyone who cares to support this or similar educational programs can donate 
specifically to LinnÕs John Clark/Jeff Bowers Environmental Education Fund. 
 

!  !  !  
 

The Lewisburg Christmas Bird Count – January 2, 2010 
Each year National Audubon Society sponsors its Christmas Bird Count throughout the nation.  Allen and 
Joanne Schweinsberg of the Seven Mountains Audubon Society organized the event this year.  The 
Lewisburg count is made each year within a 15-mile diameter circle centered on Vicksburg with 
volunteers patrolling assigned zones by foot and vehicle through the day.  Here is a portion of AllenÕs 
summation of the dayÕs effort: 
 Brrrr.  That was a nasty, cold, windy day Ð and a good time was had by all!  The evening 
gathering at the Schweinsberg home was merry enough, and no one seemed disheartened by the weather.  
 Not surprisingly, the bird numbers were down.  We had our lowest species total, 65, in quite a 
few years.  We did set one record Ð the 13 Harriers were an all time high Ð and tied a few others Ð Merlin 
1, Peregrine 1, Pileated Woodpecker 13.  Never before did we have Merlin and Peregrine on the same 
count.  The Peregrine was found chasing the huge Starling concentration along Col. John Kelly Road.  
 Fifteen species were recorded by only one party.  These included Wood Duck, Pintail, Ruffed 
Grouse, Black Vulture, Rough-legged Hawk, Merlin, Peregrine, Barn Owl, Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Fish Crow, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Winter Wren, Hermit Thrush, Field Sparrow, and Fox Sparrow.  
Redheaded Woodpecker was a special prize, for we had not had one since 2004. 
 Missed birds included Cedar Waxwing and the blackbirds Ð cowbird, grackle, and redwing.  Field 
Sparrow, which we have not missed in 30 years, was a near miss with only a single bird found. 
Thanks to our many counters (nearly 40) who braved the conditions and were rewarded with some nice 
birds and rosy cheeks.  
 

!  !  !  
 
 

 
MAKING TRACKS: PLANNING by Neal Woodruff 
 In 1994 I was appointed to the Union County Planning Commission by the county commissioners. My 
appointment occurred in an unusual fashion.  Fred Wilder, then the planning director for the county, asked 
for a suggestion from Jeannette Lasansky about filling a vacancy. He asked JeannetteÑ a founder of the 
Linn Conservancy and then its presidentÑ if she could suggest someone to serve who lived in Kelly 
Township and who might bring to the Commission some of the values of the Conservancy. I suspect I 
may have been her only acquaintance meeting those narrow conditions. And I have always thought it 
somewhat strange that I was appointed, having been a permanent resident of the county for only about 
three years--though a summer resident for nearly forty years before that. I have always suspected the 
deciding factor was that I had, as it were, one foot in the Susquehanna River and the other in Penns Creek 
out in the west end.  At any rate, I joined the Commission and have continued a member of it until my 
retirement in February of this year, once the new comprehensive plan was formally adopted by the County 
Commissioners. 
 It is my impression that few people pay the Planning Commission much attention--or perhaps 
even understand what it does. Each monthly meeting agenda ends with an item called "Public Comment," 
but there is almost never anyone there to offer any. In some respects it is simpler to say what the 

In the winter Linn Log you read Part 1 of NealÕs 
reflections on living in the woods of western Union 
County.  We are pleased to bring you Part 2, NealÕs 
conclusion in this, our spring edition.  Thanks Neal for 
sharing your thoughts and perspectives. 
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commission does not do. It has nothing to do with zoning, as some people suppose, for zoning codes are 
devised and enforced by individual municipalities. And in relation to the County Commissioners, it 
possesses only advisory power and is occasionally asked by them to respond to a question or offer a 
suggestion. A good deal of its meeting time is taken up enforcing the county's Subdivision and Land 
Development Ordinance. This means carefully considering requests brought to it by developers--trying to 
help them bring their plans into conformity with the ordinance, which is often a matter of helping them 
adapt what they wish to do to the site where they wish to do it. It gives its close attention to such things as 
minimizing the number of new "curb cuts" onto major roads, assuring the adequacy of arrangements for 
storm water drainage from impervious surfaces, and establishing setbacks for buildings from streets and 
other nearby buildings. These seemingly small matters do help to keep Buffalo Valley a livable place, but 
they do not enable the Planning Commission to do much real planning--laying out development itself or 
casting ahead to shape the county's future. So it is only about once a decade when it does get the 
opportunity for real large-scale planning by overseeing the crafting of a comprehensive plan for the 
county's next ten or more years. And that we have recently done, gathering preferences from the people of 
the county and making use of the good advice of two consulting professional planners from an excellent 
Philadelphia firm. Working toward the new comp plan has been for me personally the most stimulating 
and productive activity of my fifteen years on the Commission. 
 It is important to assert the urgency of this enterprise at this time in the county's history. Since 
Chris and I retired here almost twenty years ago, the population of Union County has grown by around 
20%. In consequence, living spaces for people have consumed more ground, much of which was formerly 
devoted to farming. We all know that Lewisburg is built out and sprouting suburbs north and south, that 
Mifflinburg is spilling east and north, and that homesteads sprout throughout the county, isolated and in 
groups. There is no doubt that the county is reputed to be and certainly is a desirable place to live. The 
prediction is that during the first half of the 21st century the county will grow by 41%. Yet the strongest 
consensus among the county's residents who offered their views toward the comp plan when we sought 
them was that Buffalo Valley should retain its essentially rural culture--its economic base in farming, its 
richness in forests and waters, its life in neighborly small towns. If this future is to have any chance of 
realization, an appropriate direction of development must become a commitment of and by the county 
community as a whole. Its development cannot be left to the whims and ambitions of individuals. Such a 
commitment is essential if we are to steer rather than drift. 
 One thing that makes steering possible is our geographic coherence. Bounded on the east by the 
Susquehanna and on north and south by converging forested ridges, Buffalo Valley is a natural unit. To be 
effective, planning requires just such scope, such geographic reach, as the Valley affords. The most 
obvious obstacle to steering is division of the power of governance among fourteen constituent 
municipalities that have long gone their independent ways. This localization of power and authority--
which means fragmentation of these things--makes it difficult to get a hand firmly on the tiller.  Each 
municipality has its own leaders, planning commissions, budgets, traditions, habits, ways of doing things, 
and these are often fairly deeply entrenched, rendering the view beyond its boundaries murky and perhaps 
ominous. Witness the recent long and difficult set of negotiations to achieve what should be rather easy--
melding the often-cooperating police forces of two adjacent municipalities into a single force. The comp 
plan has grouped the municipalities into three areas in hope of lessening impediments to planning and of 
encouraging collaborative thinking. Revisions in the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code have 
instituted some valuable incentives for inter-municipal cooperation and planning. And the Code now 
contains provisions that require consistency between adjacent municipalities and between municipalities' 
plans and the county plan. 
 I am fervently hopeful that the comp plan--whose provisions may be reviewed in an attractive 
summary brochure available to all--will prove effective in keeping Union County the fine place to live 
that it is and has been. The one obstacle that has come to trouble me personally over my years here is the 
cultural division in the county's population and the lack of understanding and communication that it 
fosters. One large group based in the farming communityÑ farmers, mechanics, small tradespeopleÑ has 
and cherishes "traditional" values and ways of living. The other large and growing groupÑ professional or 
entrepreneurial, well educated, often affluentÑ tends to be comfortable in a "suburban" living style and to 
think in problem-solving terms. In my experience these groups, each admirable in its way, regrettably do 
not talk to one another very much nor try to do so, and they do not share a vocabulary of assumptions and 
thoughts making talk easy. Witness the recent divergence of views of the new rail trail between 
Lewisburg and Mifflinburg. This division seems not unlikely to get in the way of implementing the new 
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planÑ for, as we have come often to say, the devil is in the details. One can be hopeful that it will not get 
seriously in the way. 
 I hope it is not presumptuous of me, as a former member of the Conservancy board, to suggest in 
conclusion that Linn take an active role in advocating and promoting implementation of the new Union 
County Comprehensive Plan. The principles it embodies seem to me congruent with the values and 
activities of the Conservancy. Realization of its vision for the County's future will, I believe, produce an 
environment in which the Conservancy may function even more effectively than in the past. The plan 
needs and deserves Linn's advocacy. 
 
 
Membership Support 
We thank all members, new and long time, for your support of the ConservancyÕs mission.  A 
special thanks to all those who increased their level of giving, contributed to a special restricted 
fund and to Life Members who made additional donations in support of our efforts. 
 As most of you know membership in Linn is on a January to December basis.  If you 
have not yet renewed your membership support for 2010, we hope that you will do so soon.  
Note that if your new membership came to us after July 1, 2009, you are in good standing 
through 2010.   Our membership form is included for your convenience.  The Linn Conservancy 
is a 501c3 tax-exempt organization.  Your contributions are tax deductible. 
 
Welcome to our new members:  

"  David and Jan Pearson, Lewisburg 
"  Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Smith, Mifflinburg 

 
 

 
 

Thank-You from the Conservancy
 
Our thanks to the many volunteers who help make the work of the Conservancy a success: 
 

#  Attorney Dan Clement for donating various legal services regarding easements 
 

#  Susan Waggoner, Marilyn Brill, Susan Warner-Mills, Diane Donato, Pat Arduini, Carl 
Oberheim, John Tonzetich, Wayne McDiffett, John Wallace, Ben Hoskins, Amber Giove and 
Susan Waggoner for staffing our displays at Snowfest and the Cabin Fever Expo 

 
#  Amber Giove, our Bucknell work study partner for conducting the childrenÕs painting activity at the 

Cabin Fever Expo AND Pat Arduini for pulling that activity all together. 
 

#  R. B. Winter State Park Thanks to the parkÕs staff for providing another successful SNOWFEST, in 
spite of this yearÕs lack of winter-like conditions.  Be sure to check the calendar for upcoming spring 
and summer time events such as GPS, mountain biking, nature walks and clean ups and more.  All of 
the parkÕs events are listed on the State Parks Calendar of Events, which is accessed by going 
to http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us.   You then click on the park’s icon on the bottom of the page then on 
Calendar.  You can then view all programs going on in the state park of your choice at that time. 

 
 
We can send the Linn Log to you in vivid color as a PDF file instead of through the mail.  If you are interested in receiving the 
newsletter in a PDF format, let us know by emailing conserve@ptd.net and we will start sending them that way starting with 
the next Log.  Doing so saves paper, labor and mailing costs.  Your e-mail address will not be sold or shared, and we will send 
you only materials and/or notices that you request. 

What happens to your hard copy???  If you do receive a hard copy, consider passing it on to friends, neighbors, and 
new folks to the area when you finish with it.  Help us increase our membership support by sharing the newsletter to spread 
the word about the mission and successes of the Conservancy.  Thank you. 



www.linnconservancy.org 

ANNUAL NATIVE PLANT PRE-SALE – NOTES ON PLANTS 
 
The native plants available for this year are listed below.  The order form on the back of this page is 
due by April 23.  Orders will also be taken at the Union County Public Library on April 11 from 1-4 
p.m. during the presentation by Ben Hayes on “Wetlands, Rain Gardens and Water Conservation” for 
Earth Celebration Month.  
 
TREES 
1) Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) A major tree of the east coast with a slow growth rate.  It prefers a moist soil but can 
tolerate drought.  The large leaves turn bight yellow, orange or red in the fall. Tolerates sun to partial shade.   
2) Allegheny Serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis)  A small tree growing to 15-25Õ with showy white flowers in the spring 
and yellow-orange foliage in the fall.  Produces a small black fruit, which is a favorite of birds and other animals.  Prefers 
full sun and average soil conditions. 
3) American Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) A tall tree (60Õ) with maple-like leaves which turn to orange, 
burgundy and purple in the fall. Has a small spiny fruit.  Prefers full sun and moist soil.  
4) Washington Hawthorn (Crataegus phaenopyrum) A small ornamental tree (25Õ) with a profusion of white blooms in 
the spring and bright red fruits in the fall.  Very attractive to birds.  Easy to grow in full sun and average soil. 
5) Pussy Willow (Salix discolor) A small tree or multi-stemmed shrub which prefers full sun and grows in most soils.  
Very attractive to bees as pollen source, birds as food source and larval food source for butterflies. 
 
SHRUBS 
1) Grey Dogwood (Cornus racemosa) Deciduous shrub growing 10-15Õ tall and featuring clusters of white flowers on 
red terminal stems.  Whitish groups of berries in the fall.  Full sun to partial shade. 
2) Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) - A slow-growing, deciduous holly shrub which typically grows 3-12Õ tall.  Full sun to 
part shade and wet to moist soil.  Greenish-white flowers in June-July and bright red berries in late summer to fall.   
3) Northern Bayberry  (Myrica pensylvanica) Ð A dense branching deciduous shrub with a rounded habit, reaching 6-8Õ 
tall.  Yellowish green flowers and spicy scented leaves.  Full sun to part shade.  Bloom time: May.   
4) Virginia Sweetspire (Itea virginica) A deciduous shrub with a broad, rounded habit which typically grows 3-6Õ tall.  
Full sun to part shade. Prefers moist soil but tolerates drought. Spikes of very fragrant white flowers and brightly colored 
foliage in the fall.  
5) Sweet Pepperbush (Clethra alnifolia) A shrub growing to 5 feet with fragrant white flowers in short spikes which 
attract many bees, butterflies and some hummingbirds. 
Full sun to shade. Moderately moist soil. 
6) Black Haw (Viburnum prunifolium) A good ornamental shrub for sun to full shade. 
Adaptable to a wide range of soils.  White flowers and showy fall foliage. Fruits a food source for birds. 
   
PERENNIALS 
1) Bee Balm, Monarda didyma ÔJacob ClineÕ A vigorous plant with big red flowers and is somewhat mildew resistant.  
Grows in sun and partial sun in most soils.  Excellent for bees. 
2) New England Aster, Aster ÔPurple DomeÕ A compact deep purple aster growing to 18Ó.  Needs full sun and moderate 
moisture.  Very attractive to bees when blooms in the fall. 
3) False Chamomile, Boltonia ÔPink BeautyÕ Produces a profusion of small pink aster-li ke flowers in August to October.  
Full sun and moist soil for best results. 
4) Echinacea, Echinacea purpurea ÔMagnusÕ A 1998 plant of the year with reddish flowers in July to September. Grows 
in most soils in full sun.  Great for butterflies.  
5) Jacob’s Ladder, Polemonium reptans. A blue flowering woodland plant with ladder-like foliage. Prefers moist, shady 
locations. 
6) Sneezeweed, Helenium ÔTiny DancerÕ Great low growing floriferous plant with very attractive flowers. Prefers sun 
and blooms from midsummer to fall. 
7) Cardinal flower, Lobelia cardinalis.  Spikes with scarlet flowers; attractive to hummingbirds.  Grow in sun to partial 
shade in a moist soil. 
8) Beardtongue, Penstemon ÔHusker Red.Õ  Foliage a deep purple most of the growing season. Spikes of white flowers.  
Plant may grow to 3 feet and is very drought tolerant. Needs sun. 
9) Garden Phlox, Phlox ÔDavid.Õ  A popular white phlox growing to 3 feet with long lasting summer blooms.  Prefers 
sun and adaptable to most soils.  
10) Mountain Mint, Pynanthemum muticum. Leaves have a very fragrant minty scent.  A tough plant for partial shade 
and any soil. Top leaves have snowy appearance. 
11) Foamflower, Tiarella cordifolia. A vigorous grower with glossy deep green leaves and creamy white flowers in the 
spring.  Prefers shade or partial shade and moist soils. 
12) Culver’s Root, Veronicastrum virginicum.  Strong vertical stems with spikes of tiny white flowers. Excellent for 
pollinators. Grows to 3-4 feet.  Grows in sun or partial shade and most soils. 
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Merrill W. Linn Land and Waterways Conservancy  
 2010 Native Plant Sale Order Form  

Fill in address information below.  
Selling  
Price/Unit  

Number of  
Units  Cost  

TREES       
Sugar Maple ( Acer saccharum ) $16.00   
Allegheny Serviceberry ( Amelanchier laevis ) $16.00   
Washing ton Hawthorn ( Crataegus phaeopyrum ) $16.00   
Sweetgum ( Liquidamber styraciflua ) $16.00   
Pussy Willow (Salix discolor ) $16.00   
SHRUBS    
Sweet pepperbush ( Clethra alnifolia ) $12.00   
Grey Dogwood ( Cornus racemosa ) $12.00   

Winterberry  (Ilex verticil lata ) $12.00   
Virginia sweetspire ( Itea virginica ) $12.00   
Northern Bayberry ( Myrica pensylvanica ) $12.00   
Blackhaw ( Viburnum prunifolium ) $12.00   
    
PERENNIALS    
Bee Balm, Monarda didyma  ÕJacob ClineÕ $6.00   
New England Aster, Aster ÔPurple DomeÕ $6.00   
False Chamomile, Boltonia  ÔPink BeautyÕ $6.00   
Echinacea pupurea  ÔMagnusÕ $6.00   
JacobÕs Ladder, Polemonium reptans   $6.00   
Sneezeweed, Helenium ÔTiny DancerÕ  $6.00   
Cardinal Flower, Lobelia cardinalis  $6.00   
Beard Tongue, Penstemo n ÔHusker RedÕ $6.00   
Mountain Mint , Pycnanthemum  $6.00   
Garden Phlox , Phlox paniculata ÔDavidÕ $6.00   
Foam flower, Tiarella cordifolia  $6.00   
CulverÕs Root, Veronicastrum virginicum  $7.00   
    
    
    

Total     

Make Checks payable to: Merrill W. Linn Land & Waterways Conservancy 

Name:      Address:       

City:    State:   Zip:     Phone:     

Return order form with payment by April 23 to: Merrill W. Linn Land & Waterways Conservancy, P.O. Box 501, 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 (570)-524-8666 

Plants can be picked up on May l, between noon and 4 p.m. at the Dale/Engle/Walker House on Strawbridge Rd., 
Lewisburg, PA 

Thank You for Your Order! 
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

M E M B E R S H I P   F O R M 
 

YES!  I/we want to join the Linn Conservancy this year as a:
 
  Benefactor $5,000 
  Patron  $1,000 
  Steward $500 
  Sponsor $250 

 
  Supporter $100 
  Friend  $50 
  Contributor $25 
  Other    

This is an   individual    family     business contribution (check one)
 
"   new membership "   renewal "   adding $10 for Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance membership 
 
Name(s)             
 
Address             
 
City        State    Zip    
 
Phone (h)      (business)    email     
 
Please send a Gift Membership at the      level in my name to: 
 
Name(s)             
 
Address             
 
City        State    Zip    
 
 
    TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED     
 

Please make checks payable to the Linn Conservancy 
Send to:  P.O. Box 501, Lewisburg, PA 17837 

 
I WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION ON: 
 Volunteering for the Linn Conservancy    Conservation options for landowners 
 How to give stock to the Linn Conservancy  The Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance 
 How to include the Linn Conservancy in my will  

 
The Merrill W. Linn Land & Waterways Conservancy is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, with contributions tax-

deductible to the extent allowed by law.  All monies are spent on local projects. 

 
conserve@ptd.net 

PO Box 501, Lewisburg PA  17837  (570) 524-8666 
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